
Madrid Wine 

Vinos de Madrid is the DO (Denominación de Origen) title that covers the vineyards around Madrid, 
the capital of Spain. Located right in the heart of the country, Madrid is the third largest city in the 
European Union. It offers its millions of visitors elaborate architecture, art galleries, relentless 
nightlife and a feast of fine restaurants that frequently showcase the local wines. 
The sprawling metropolis and imposing Sierra de Guadarrama mountains to the north confine 
vineyards to the southeastern and southwestern corners of the autonomous community of Madrid. 
The Vinos de Madrid designation covers three demarcated wine sub-regions, each with distinguishing 
characteristics. It was accorded the coveted DO status in 1990 and a Consejo Regulador (wine 
authority) was established.  
Although the region is not particularly well known for its viticulture today, winemaking in fact dates 
back to at least the 8th Century, and may well have been introduced by the Romans, or even the 
Carthaginians before them. Viticulture continued through Moorish rule, despite alcohol consumption 
being outlawed by the Muslim holy book the Koran. Christians continued the vine-growing tradition, 
with monks constituting the major wine producers in the region for many years. 
Madrid's wines experienced a golden era after Felipe II made the city the capital of the Kingdom of 
Castile, and exporters had the luxury of imposing conditions on sales (such as trading wine only for 
fish, which was in high demand because the city was so far inland). 
Phylloxera hit Madrid's vines in 1914 and thereafter, vine hardiness was favored over vine diversity. 

Bulk wines became the mainstay of the region's wine production and this continued until the 1970s, 

when a financial crisis dealt a significant blow to domestic consumption. This forced Madrid into a 

period of modernization and investment and spurred a move to producing higher-quality bottled 

wines. This shift to quality over quantity was rewarded when the region obtained DO status. 

The three sub-zones of the Madrid DO reflect the diversity of its wine portfolio. They create a semi-

circle around Madrid's southern suburbs. The climate, although overall continental, is variable, and 

differences in soil composition across the DO underline the importance of the sub-zones: 

Arganda is by far the largest sub-zone, with more than 50% of Madrid's vineyards and 60% of its total 

production. The local climate is strongly continental, with extreme variations in seasonal 

temperatures. The soil is a mixture of clay and lime. Arganda's most prominent grape varieties are 

Tinto Fino (the local name for Tempranillo) for reds, and Airen and Malvar for whites. Some 

interesting rosé wines are also produced here. 

San Martin occupies the most eastern part of the DO. It is home to nearly 35% of the region's 

vineyards and produces around 25% of its wine. The climate is once again continental, but San 

Martín gets more rainfall (around 25 inches/635mm) than its neighbors. Dark-skinned Garnacha 

grapes thrive in this climate and on the predominantly weathered-rock soil. Albillo produces the top 

white wines. 

Navalcarnero forms the middle section of the DO and produces 15% of its wine. The climate here is 

similar to the other Madrid sub-zones, but the clay-based soil is low in nutrients and lime. Garnacha 

is the main red grape, while Malvar produces the best whites. 

There are a number of other grape varieties permitted in every sub-zone: Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot and Syrah for reds, and Moscatel, Parellada, Viura and Torrontes for whites. 

Slowly but surely, the region is shedding its image as a bulk-wine producer and gaining a reputation 

for good-quality, good-value offerings 



 

ARGANDA 

 

Located in the southwest of the region, it is the largest sub-zone of the three that make up the Wines of Madrid 
Appellation of Origin. It consists of 31 municipalities: Ambite, Aranjuez, Arganda del Rey, Belmonte de Tajo, Brea 
del Tajo, Campo Real, Carabaña, Colmenar de Oreja, Chinchón, Estremera, Fuentidueña de Tajo, Getafe, 
Loeches, Mejorada del Campo, Morata de Tajuña, Nuevo Baztán, Olmeda de las Fuentes, Orusco, Perales de 
Tajuña, Pezuela de las Torres, Pozuelo del Rey, Tielmes, Titulcia, Torres de la Alameda, Valdaracete, 
Valdelaguna, Valdilecha, Villaconejos, Villamanrique de Tajo, Villar del Olmo, Villarejo de Salvanés,  and the El 
Encín estate of Alcalá de Henares. Slightly over 50% of the registered vineyard is situated in this sub-zone. Its 
lands are crossed by the Tajuña and Henares rivers, tributaries of the Jarama, which, in turn, flows into river Tajo. 

The continental climate of this Appellation of Origin is characterized by extreme temperatures both in winter and 
summer. The sub-zone’s annual precipitation has an average of 460 mm. In this region we can find a wide range 
of soils, corresponding to the terrain’s geomorphology. What generally prevails are sedimentary formations, 
where limestone plateaus, gypsiferous farmland and alluvial terraces and plains are observed. The Appellation´s 
most powerful soil, tends to present loamy to clay-loam textures, high contents of carbonates and higher or lower 
alkalinity, with a pH between 7,5 -8,5. The 27 wineries of the Arganda Sub-zone process 20 million litres, which 
are slightly over 50% of the Appellation’s total production. 

NAVALCARNERO 

 

Consists of 19 municipalities in the south-central area of the Autonomous Region of Madrid: Aldea del Fresno, 
Arroyomolinos, Batres, Brunete, El Álamo, Fuenlabrada, Griñón, Humanes de Madrid, Moraleja de En medio, 
Móstoles, Navalcarnero, Parla, Serranillos del Valle, Sevilla la Nueva, Valdemorillo, Villamanta, Villamantilla, 
Villanueva de la Cañada and Villaviciosa de Odón. 

This Sub-zone has a smaller extension, which corresponds to approximately14% of the registered vineyard. It is a 
very flat area crossed by the Guadarrama river in the south and at its west end by the Perales river, a tributary of 
Alberche. The annual precipitation of this area has an average of 530 mm. Here, too, the vineyard lies on soils of 
sedimentary origin of farmland and lowland areas. Soils that are loose, in general, with the predominance of loam 
– clay textures, neutral or slightly acid, with a pH between 5,5 -7,5. To this sub-zone belong 5 protected wineries, 
which approximately process 20% of the A.O.´s total production. 
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SAN MARTÍN 

 

Consists of 9 municipalities: Cadalso de los Vidrios, Cenicientos, Colmenar del Arroyo, Chapinería, Navas del 
Rey, Pelayos de la Presa, Rozas de Puerto Real, San Martín de Valdeiglesias and Villa del Prado. Has 35 % of 
the registered vineyard. The Alberche river is this zone´s main tributary, crossing the area towards the south-east. 
Its proximity to the mountain range makes it a very rugged zone, a geomorphic feature that works as a natural 
barrier against cold, north winds and allows a warmer and a lot more humid range of temperatures, with an 
annual precipitation average of 628mm. This converts it into a less arid landscape, full of meadows, mountains 
and pine forests. The soils of this sub-zone are a product of the weathering of granite, gneiss and filonian rocks. 
The vineyard lies on slopes, foothills, plateaus and alluvial soils. They usually present a loam- clay texture and 
have a pH between 5.5-7.5.  The 12 wineries found in this sub-zone process approximately 30% of the total 
production. 

SUBZONE 

SURFACE 

(HA.) 

Nº DE 

PARCELAS 

WINE 

GROWERS 

 
ARGANDA 

4.670,24 6.961,00 1.885 

NAVALCARNERO 
1.812,27 2.158,00 578 

SAN MARTÍN DE 

VALDEIGLESIAS 
1.908,34 2.367,00 428 

 Total: 8.390,85 11.486,00 2.891 
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