
PGI Chania (Crete) 

The PGI Chania zone is defined by the limits of the district of the same name in western Crete. The 
vineyards must be at altitudes of over 30 m. 
 
The PGI Kissamos wine zone has existed for many years in the northwestern section of the Chania 
district and is the only PGI zone to cover an entire area in Crete. Nevertheless, there are also 
vineyards and wineries in the central section of the district (Akrotiri, Theriso, Keramies, Moussouri) 
and in the northeastern section (Kryonerida) of Chania, and total production far exceeds that of the 
Kissamos area. With the introduction of the PGI Chania designation in late 2010, nearly the entire 
wine-producing region at the western end of Crete has acquired its own identity. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Vilana, Vidiano, Thrapsathiri, Muscat White (Muscat of Spina), Macabeu, Trebbiano, Kotsifali, 
Liatiko, Mandilaria, Romeiko, Tsardana, Fokiano, Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan, Grenache Rouge, 
Syrah. 
 
Wine Types 
• Dry white, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry rosé, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry red, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
 
Sweetening is permitted in the production of semi-dry and semi-sweet wines. 
Sweet wines may either be fortified wines or sun-dried wines. In the latter case, other than grape 
exposure to the sun, no further intervention is permitted (sweetening, concentration, fortification). 

PGI Achaia (Peloponnese) 

The PGI Achaia zone (est.2004) comprises the district of Achaia, in Peloponnese’s northwestern part. 
Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes ranging from 20 to 700 meters. 
 
Achaia is one of Greece’s most important winegrowing zones with four PDO wines produced within the 
zone’s boundaries (PDO Patras, PDO Muscat of Patras, PDO Muscat of Rio Patras and PDO 
Mavrodaphne of Patras). Apart from the usual PDO varieties (Roditis, Muscat White, and 
Mavrodaphne) cultivated in Achaia, there are also a number of other Greek and international varieties 
successfully cultivated and included in the PGI Achaia zone. A 2008 revision, which broadened the 
zone’s vine selection, also launched the area’s noteworthy effort to revive the much promising native 
red variety Kalavrytino Black, as well as the Lagorthi white variety whose quality is well known. There 
are nine area wineries producing PGI Achaia wines.   
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Lagorthi, Malagousia, Muscat White, Roditis, Robola, Chardonnay, Riesling, 
Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, Kalavrytino Black, Mavrodaphne, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Grenache Rouge, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry rosé 

 Dry red 

  



PGI Argolida (Peloponesse) 

PGI Argolida zone, established in 2008, comprises the homonymous historic district in the eastern 
Peloponnese, jutting like a thumb into the Aegean Sea. Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes 
exceeding 50m. 
 
A small part of northwestern Argolida was initially included in the neighboring PDO Nemea wine zone 
in1971. But winegrowing has recorded impressive growth throughout Argolida in recent years, 
especially around the area of the town of Kranidi, and this development was flagged by the 
establishment of the PGI Argolida zone. At present, there are three area wineries producing PGI 
Argolida wines. A considerable effort is being made to maintain and develop the native Rokaniaris 
variety. 
  
Varieties 
 
Asproudes, Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Moschofilero, Rokaniaris, Savvatiano, Chardonnay, Viognier, 
Agiorgitiko, Voidomatis, Mavroudi, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, sweet red 

PGI Arkadia (Peloponesse) 

PGI Arkadia (Arcadia) zone, established in 1996, lies in the heart of the Peloponnese, comprising the 
homonymous district. The vineyards of Arkadia are mostly found on the Mantinia plateau where, in 
1971, the PDO Mantinia for white wine was established. In 2009, through a significant revision, the 
zone’s vine range was broadened, together with the range of wines that could be produced. At 
present, there are four area wineries producing PGI Arkadia wines. 
 
Varieties 
 
Asproudes, Moschofilero, Roditis, Robola, Savvatiano, Gewürtztraminer, Riesling, Chardonnay, 
Sauvignon Blanc, Agiorgitiko, Kolliniatiko, Mavroudia, Skylopnichtis, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 
  

 Dry, sweet white 

 Semi-sparkling dry, medium dry white 

 Dry rosé 

 Semi-sparkling dry, medium dry rosé 

 Dry red 

  



PGI Attiki (Central Greece) 

The southeastern part of the region of Central Greece, which includes the capital Athens, hosts PGI 
Attiki (Attica) zone, which covers the northern part of the district. The zone, established in 1992, is 
one of the few that do not cover their corresponding Greek geographical districts in their entirety. 
 
Athens must surely be one of few capitals to have close by so many vineyards and wineries --
practically at its doorstep-. As there are 11 PGI small wine zones within Attiki producing white 
wines, PGI Attiki mainly covers the red wine production of the district. There are seven wineries 
producing PGI Attiki wines within the zone.   
 
Varieties 
 
Savvatiano, Cabernet Sauvignon and other recommended/approved varieties. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry white 

 Dry red 

PGI Chios 

The PGI Chios zone (est.2010) comprises the district of the homonymous island in the 
eastern Aegean’s central segment. Vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 50m. 
 
In practice, the PGI Chios zone applies solely to the island of Chios since there are no wineries on 
neighboring Psara or Oenousses. Chios’s main winegrowing area is in the northwestern part of the 
island and on the slopes of MountAmani which has given its name to the area around it. The one and 
only new modern winery which has recently opened aims to revive the ancient Ariousios wine, 
mentioned by Strabo and Athenaeos. Another noteworthy effort on the island involves the 
development of Agianniotiko, a rare red cultivar of the Central Aegean. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Muscat White, Savvatiano, Agianniotiko, Mandilaria, Fokiano, Chiotiko Krassero. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet 
  

PGI Corfu 

At Greece’s westernmost tip, the PGI Corfu zone (est.1996) comprises the homonymous island in the 
northern segment of the Ionian Sea. 
 
The vineyards of Corfu are planted mostly in the northern and southern part of the island. Smaller 
vineyards exist in the island’s southwestern part as well in the area of the Korissia lagoon. 
Kakotrygis, Corfu’s popular white variety, is exclusively cultivated on the island and receives 
preferential treatment by winegrowers. Four wineries produce PGI Corfu wines but the amounts are 
small and suffice for the local community’s needs alone. 
 
Varieties 
 
Kakotrygis, Petrokoritho White. 
 
Wine type 

 Dry white 

  



PGI Cyclades 

The PGI Cyclades zone (est.2008) includes all the Cycladic islands, in the southern Aegean Sea. 
Vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 30m. 
 
With two PDO wines under their belt (PDO Santorini and PDO Paros), the Cyclades are a well-
established winegrowing area of Greece but have considerable further potential. A glance at the 
varietal composition of PGI Cyclades suffices to confirm that the island cluster is a veritable ark of 
Greek viticulture, with a wealth of native varieties many of which are already successful. Presently PGI 
Cyclades wines are produced by 10 wineries within the zone but their number is expected to 
increase.   
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Aidani White, Asprouda Santorinis, Assyrtiko, Gaidouria, Katsano, Kritiko, Maloukato, 
Mandilaria White, Muscat White, Savvatiano, Athiri Black, Aidani Black, Avgoustiatis, Vaftra, 
Voydomatis, Kotsifali, Mandilaria, Mavrotragano, Fokiano. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 

PGI Dodecanese 

The PGI Dodecanese zone (est.1990) comprises the Dodecanese Islands cluster in the southeastern 
Aegean. Vineyards have to be planted at altitudes exceeding 20m. 
 
At present, organized wineries on the Dodecanese islands exist only on Rhodes (where  PDO Rhodes 
wines are produced), on Kos and on Leros. Apart from the well-established varieties of Athiri and 
Amorgiano (the area’s name for Mandilaria), there are numerous other successfully cultivated 
varieties, listed on a 2008 revision. All six wineries on Rhodes and Leros produce PGI 
Dodecanese wines. 
  
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Muscat White, Muscat di Trani, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Trebbiano, Mandilaria, Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Murvèdre, Censaut, Syrah, 
Tempranillo. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

  



PGI Drama 

PGI Drama zone (est.1995) comprises the homonymous district at the northeastern end 
of Macedonia in northern Greece. 
The area of Drama is a noteworthy case in the Greek wine industry: Starting practically from scratch, 
the area has made impressive progress in winegrowing and winemaking in the last 20 years. The 
area’s spectacular progress was formalized by the 2008 revision of the area’s varieties and the 
broadening, two years later, of the wine types it is allowed to produce. Highly acclaimed among PGI 
wines at a district level, PGI Drama wines are produced by all seven of the area’s wineries.  
 
Varieties 
 
Assyrtiko, Roditis, Malagousia, Muscat of Alexandria, Robola, Chardonnay, Sauvignon blanc, 
Semillion, Trebbiano, Viognier, Agiorgitiko, Lemnio, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Nebbiolo, Refosco, Syrah, Tempranillo. 
 
Wine types 
  

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 
Additionally, the zone is allowed to produce wines from sun-dried grapes. When producing rosés, the use of 
red varieties and Roditis is also allowed 

PGI Evros 

The PGI Evros zone (est.2010) comprises the homonymous northeastern district which borders 
with Turkey and Bulgaria. Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 30m. 
 
The Evros vineyards are planted mainly in the district’s central (area of Soufli) and northern parts (area 
of Trigono). Evros’s long tradition in winegrowing and winemaking has finally been vindicated through 
the establishment of the zone, where the presence of the native, red varieties of Karnachalades, 
Mavroudi, Bogialamades and of the blushing Pamidi variety is worthy of note. It is expected that PGI 
Evros wines will soon be produced by at least three area wineries. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Zoumiatiko (Damiatis), Malagousia, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, 
Karnachalades, Keratsouda, Lemnio, Mavroudi, Moschomavro, Bogialamades, Pamidi, Sefka, 
Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan, Merlot, Censaut, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 

 

  



PGI Evia 

The PGI Evia zone (est.2009) comprises the homonymous island in Central Greece’s eastern board 
(southern segment of the Greek mainland). Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 
10m. 
 
Up until 10 years ago, all that was known of winegrowing activities in Evia regarded the traditional 
production methods in the central and southern part of the island. Nevertheless, the particularly 
successful entrance of northern Evia in the game through cultivation of numerous Greek and 
international varieties as well as through production of many new wines, created the need for the 
establishment of a PGI Evia zone. The presence of the native varieties of Vrathiano and Karabraimis 
is noteworthy as is the Aegean influence (Aidani White, Athiri, Assyrtiko, Liatiko and Mandilaria) due to 
Evia’s geographical position. At present there are only four area wineries producing PGI Evia wines 
but their numbers are expected to increase. 
 
Varieties 
 
Aydani White, Athiri, Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Monemvassia, Moschofilero, Roditis, Savvatiano, 
Grenache Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc, Agiorgitiko, Vrathiano, Karabraimis, Liatiko, Mandilaria (Koundoura 
Black), Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 

 

PGI Ilia 

The PGI Ilia zone (est.2004) comprises the homonymous district in the central segment 
of Peloponnese’s western part. Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes ranging from 10 to 700 
meters. 
 
Up until 10 years ago, Ilia’s two PGI wines (from the zones of Letrina and Pisatis) covered the district’s 
wine production. But the opening of new wineries in other areas as well made it necessary to establish 
the PGI Ilia zone whose varietal range was broadened in 2008. At present, there are five wineries 
within the zone. 
 
Varieties  
 
Asproudes, Assyrtiko, Roditis, Robola, Skiadopoulo, Fileri, Viognier, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Trebbiano, Agiorgitiko, Avgoustiatis, Kolliniatiko, Mandilaria, Mavrodaphne, Mavroudia, Grenache 
Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan, Merlot, Mourvèdre, Refosco, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry white 

 Dry rosé 

 Dry red 

 

  



PGI Imathia 

The PGI Imathia zone (est.1996) comprises the homonymous district in central Macedonia. 
 
Imathia is mostly known for its PDO Naoussa red wine. However, thanks to the area’s winegrowing 
tradition and by means of the appropriate methods (white vinification), the Xinomavro variety can now 
yield good quality white wines as well. This new practice, together with the successful cultivation of 
international varieties and their subsequent blending with Xinomavro, made the establishment of 
the PGI Imathia zone a necessity. Today, PGI Imathia wines are some of most highly acclaimed PGI 
wines of Greece and are produced by 14 wineries. 
 
Varieties  
 
Yielding whites: Xinomavro, Roditis, Priknadi 
Yielding reds: Xinomavro (up to 60%) and other recommended/approved varieties. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry white 

 Dry red 

  

PGI Grevena 

The PGI Grevena zone (est.1990) comprises the homonymous district in the southwestern part of 
Macedonia. 
 
The vineyards of the district of Grevena are cultivated on mountainous terrain with a classic 
continental climate. The vineyards are mostly planted with red native and international varieties, listed 
on the 2000 revision Owing to the fact that the organized wineries in the area are few, the better part 
of the grapes yielded go towards production of PDO Macedonia wines. There is only one area winery 
producing PGI Grevena wines. 
  
Varieties 

Roditis, Xinomavro, Moschomavro, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah. 

 

Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

  



PGI Heraklion 

The PGI Heraklion zone (est.1989) comprises the homonymous district in Crete’s central eastern 
part. Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 30m. 
 
With three wine zones (PDO Archanes, PDO Dafnes and PDO Peza), Heraklion is Crete’s 
winegrowing area par excellence as well as one of Greece’s most significant ones. The systematic 
efforts by Heraklion winegrowers to maintain and showcase the native Cretan varieties have been 
successful and that is flagged by the generous 2008 revision. According to the revision, the PGI 
Heraklion zone can now include in its vine selection such varieties as Vidiano, Daphne, Thrapsathiri 
and Plyto. So far, 11 of the numerous wineries do produce PGI Heraklion wines but it is certain that 
more will soon be following suit. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Vilana, Vidiano, Daphne, Thrapsathiri, Muscat White, Plyto, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Silvaner, Kotsifali, Kotsifoliatiko, Liatiko, Ladikino, Mandilaria, Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Carignan, Merlot, Mourvèdre, Syrah. 
  
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

PGI Thessaloniki 

In central Macedonia, the PGI Thessaloniki zone (est.2006) comprises the district of the same name. 
The city of Thessaloniki is Greece’s 2nd largest, dubbed as the Nymph of Thermaikos Gulf. Zone 
vineyards must be planted at altitudes ranging from 50 to 800 meters. 
 
Before the zone’s establishment there were already three PGI wines representing some of its smaller 
areas of Thessaloniki district. Nevertheless, the establishment of many new wineries in other areas as 
well, together with the successful cultivation of numerous native and international varieties, made it 
necessary to establish the PGI Thessaloniki zone which was widely welcomed. Thus, today there are 
nine zone wineries producing PGI Thessaloniki wines and their number is expected to rise. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Zoumiatiko, Malagousia, Roditis, Savvatiano, Viognier, Chardonnay, Sauvignon 
Blanc, Trebbiano, Lemnio, Xinomavro, Pamidi, Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Censaut, 
Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry white 

 Dry rosé 

 Dry red 

 

  



PGI Ioannina 

The PGI Ioannina zone (est.1997) comprises the homonymous district in the northwestern and 
mountainous region of Epirus, of which it is the viticultural representative. 
PDO Zitsa (which includes sparkling whites) was established in 1972. PGI Ioannina zone has a strict 
and sparse varietal list and there are only two wineries within its bounds. 
 
Varieties 
 
For white wines: Debina (up to 60%) 
For rosé wines: Vlachiko and Bekiari (minimum 50%)  
For red wines: Cabernet Sauvignon (minimum 40%) 
Other recommended/approved varieties. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry white (may also be semi-sparkling or sparkling) 

 Dry, medium dry rosé (may also be semi-sparkling) 

 Dry red 

  

PGI Karditsa 

The PGI Karditsa zone (est.2008) is set in the homonymous district of western Thessalia. Zone 
vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 100m. This restriction excludes considerable parts of 
the eastern and southern sections of the regional plain which are considered unsuitable for viticulture. 
The PDO Messenikola red wine was established in 1994. Recent years have seen the establishment 
of many new wineries, the successful cultivation of other varieties and systematic efforts to showcase 
the much promising native red variety of Lemniona. Hence, the establishment of PGI Karditsa. There 
are four operating wineries within the zone. 
 
Varieties 
 
Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Batiki, Debina, Roditis, Chardonnay, Lemniona, Messenikola Black, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Carignan, Censaut, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

PGI Kastoria 

The PGI Kastoria zone (est.2006) comprises the homonymous district in western Macedonia. Zone 
vineyards must be planted at altitudes ranging from 600 to 1,000 meters. 
 
The greater area of Kastoria has a mountainous landscape, with a typically continental climate. 
Nevertheless, the smooth maturation of grapes is helped by the important regulatory effect of the 
beautiful Lake of Kastoria. Both wineries in the zone produce PGI Kastoria wines. 
  
Varieties 
 
Roditis, Sauvignon Blanc, Xinomavro, Sefka, Cabernet Sauvignon, Censaut, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry white 

 Dry red 

Production of whites and reds from sun-dried grapes without enrichment is also 

permitted (2008). 



PGI Kozani 

The PGI Kozani zone (est.2008) lies within the bounds of the homonymous district in 
southwestern Macedonia. Vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 250m. 
  

The winegrowing and winemaking tradition of Kozani is a time-honored one, especially in 

the areas of Velventos and Siatista where the respective PGI zones were established. In 

recent years, however, new wineries opened their doors in other areas as well, and the 

range of Greek and foreign varieties that are successfully cultivated in the area 

expanded, thus necessitating the establishment of the PGI Kozani. At present, PGI 

Kozani wines are produced by two wineries in the zone. 

  
Varieties 

 

Malagousia, Batiki, Roditis, Gewürtztraminer, Chardonnay, Trebbiano, Lemnio, Moschomavro, Xinomavro, 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Censaut, Syrah. 

 

Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

PGI Korinthia 

The PGI Korinthia zone (est.2000) lies within the bounds of the homonymous district in the 
northeastern Peloponnese. 
 
The PDO Nemea red was established in Korinthia as early as 1971. Its variety, Agiorgitiko, also yields 
excellent rosés and initially a “Local Wine of Mountainous Korinthia” designation was established for 
the southwestern part of the district where the maturation of Agiorgitiko tends to yield rosé wines. 
However, the area is one of the most important winegrowing areas of Greece and its potential was and 
still is far greater than that designation. Thus PGI Korinthia was established in 2000 to cover the 
entire district and a wider range of wines. The 2008 revision also expanded its varietal composition. All 
these steps were highly successful, making PGI Korinthia wines by far the most popular at district 
level, with twice as many labels marketed as the second most popular district. Suffice it to say that PGI 
Korinthia wines are produced by 32 wineries within the zone and six more outside it. 

Varieties 
 
Asproudes (up to 20%), Assyrtiko, Lagorthi, Malagousia, Moschofilero, Roditis, Savvatiano, Chardonnay, 
Sauvignon Blanc, Agiorgitiko, Mavroudi, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry white 

 Dry rosé 

 Dry red 

 

  

  



PGI Lakonia 

The PGI Lakonia zone (est.2000) comprises the homonymous district in Peloponnese’s southeastern 
part. Although viniculturally a part of the area, the island of Kythirato the south is not included in the 
zone. 
 
Despite its brief period of existence, PGI Lakonia has been making steady progress. As part of 
preparations for the establishment of the PDO Monemvassia-Malvasia, the PGI Lakonia was revised 
in 2008 with a broad expansion of the range of wines included. It is expected that PGI Lakonia wines 
will be produced by nine wineries within the zone. 

 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Aidani, Kydonitsa, Malagousia, Monemvassia, Roditis, Petroulianos, Agiorgitiko, Thrapsa, 
Mandilaria, Mavroudi, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 

 

PGI Lasithi 

In Crete’s eastern end, the PGI Lasithi zone (est.1989) comprises the district of Lasithi. Vineyards 
must be planted at altitudes exceeding 30m. 
 
Lasithi’s main winegrowing and winemaking zone is situated in its northeastern part, in the greater 
area of Sitia, where PDO Sitia red was established in 1971. After PGI Lasithi, the establishment of 
PDO Sitia white followed. In the meantime, winegrowing expaned to the southern part of the district, in 
the area of Makriyalos. The 2008 revision took into account the success of new cultivars. For the time 
being, PGI Lasithi wines are produced by two wineries within the zone and more are expected to be 
added. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Vilana, Thrapsathiri, Muscat White, Plyto, Viognier, Trebbiano, Kotsifali, Ladikino, 
Liatiko, Mandilaria, Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

  



PGI Lefkada 

The PGI Lefkada zone (est.2000) comprises the homonymous Ionian island off the western Greek 
mainland seaboard. The zone has three different and partially overlapping sub-zones -one for each 
wine color- which make Lefkada a special winegrowing case. The white zone extends on the southern 
part of the island and the red zone in the center –as is the rose zone but in a smaller and more 
mountainous area 

Lefkada’s varieties add their mite to the island’s winegrowing peculiarities: white Vardea is systematically 
cultivated in Lefkada only while the red Vertzami one is sporadically found in few other small areas. All of the 
island’s five wineries produce PGI Lefkada wines.   
 
Varieties 
 
Vardea, Vertzami, Merlot. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

PGI Magnissia 

In Thessalia’s southeastern part, the PGI Magnissia zone (est.2008) comprises the homonymous 
district and the Sporades Islands. Vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 20m. 
 
Situated west of Pagasitikos Gulf, Nea Anchialos constitutes the main winegrowing area of Magnissia. 
Systematic and organized winegrowing activities in the southern Pilio peninsula, and especially in the 
area of Argalasti, are of recent date. Some initial winegrowing initiatives have also been launched in 
the north Sporades islands. For the time being, there are three wineries producing PGI 
Magnissia wines within the zone but it is expected more will be added. 

Varieties 
 
Asproudes, Assyrtiko, Roditis, Savvatiano, Trebbiano, Vrathiano, Lemnio, Mavroudi, Xinomavro, Sykiotis, 
Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

  



PGI Messinia 

The PGI Messinia zone (est.1989) comprises the homonymous district in Peloponnese’s 
southwestern section. Zone vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 50m. 
 
Messinia is one of Greece’s most important winegrowing areas. Numerous varieties, mainly of foreign 
origin, have been successfully cultivated in its western part -which overlooks the Ionian Sea- for years, 
and grapes are supplied to many wineries even outside the district. It is worth noting the systematic 
efforts of recent years to produce monovarietal wines from the local Fileri white variety (or rather a 
clone of Moschofilero). There are 14 wineries within the zone and one outside it that produce PGI 
Messinia wines. 
 
Varieties 
 
Assyrtiko, Lagorthi, Roditis, Fileri, Arinto, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano (up to 20%), 
Fokiano Black (up to 20%), Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan, Merlot. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry white 

 Dry red 

 

PGI Pella 

The PGI Pella zone (est.1995) comprises the homonymous district in central Macedonia.  Until a few 
years ago, most of Pella’s vineyards were to be found in the area of Giannitsa. Gradually, new 
cultivations as well as new wineries were added in the areas of Eordea and Skydra. The 2008 revision 
broadened the zone’s composition in varieties. Today, PGI Pella wines are produced by three zone 
wineries within the zone which are expected to rise in number.  
 
Varieties: 
   
Roditis, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, Agiorgitiko, Lemnio, Moschomavro, Xinomavro, 
Negoska, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Censaut, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry white 

 Dry, medium dry rosé 

 Dry, medium dry red 

 

PGI Pieria 

The PGI Pieria zone (est.2008) comprises the district of the same name in central Macedonia. Zone 
vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 50m. 
 
Despite its long winegrowing tradition, Pieria is a relatively new entry on Greece’s wine map. Most of 
its vineyards today and all of its wineries are found in the district’s northern section, from Litohoro on 
up. At present, there are only two zone wineries producing PGI Pieria wines but it is considered 
certain that more will follow.   
 
Varieties 
 
Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Roditis, Savvatiano, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, Agiorgitiko, 
Limniona, Xinomavro, Pamidi, Grenache rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Censaut, Syrah. 
 
Wine types: 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 



PGI Serres 

The PGI Serres zone (est.1995) comprises the homonymous district in central Macedonia’s northern 
part. 
Although the PGI Serres zone was established as early as 1995, it took the area another 10 or so 
years before its viticultural and winegrowing industries recorded any substantial growth, which saw the 
opening of many new wineries. This led to the subsequent revision of PGI Serresin 2004, when its 
varietal selection was broadened. At present, after many years of stagnation, there are eight wineries 
producing PGI Serres wines within the zone.  
 
Varieties 
 
Agoumastos, Athiri, Asprouda Serres, Assyrtiko, Zoumiatiko, Malagousia, Muscat of Alexandria, Batiki, 
Rhoditis, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, Koiniariko, Lemnio, Pamidi, Cabernet Franc, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Censaut, Syrah. 

 
The varietal composition was expanded in late 2010. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

PGI Florina 

The PGI Florina zone (est.2000) comprises the homonymous district in western Macedonia. 
Since PDO Amynteo had been in effect in Florina’s homonymous area since 1972, the intention 
behind the establishment of PGI Florina had initially to apply it in part of the area and for white wines 
only. Florina’s potential, however, has always been remarkable and has led to the opening of 
numerous new wineries and the successful cultivation and vinification of many native and international 
cultivars. Thus, with the 2008 broad revision PGI Florina covered the entire district of Florina, with its 
many varieties and wine types. The revision was well received and, today, all of the 13 wineries in the 
district produce PGI Florina wines. 
 
Varieties 
 
Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Roditis, Gewürtztraminer, Riesling, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Limnio, 
Mavrodaphne, Xinomavro, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Montepulciano, Barbera, 
Negroamaro, Pinot Noir, Syrah, Tannat. 

  
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet (may also be sparkling) 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet, sweet red 

  

  



PGI Halkidiki 

The PGI Halkidiki zone (est.1995) comprises the homonymous district in central Macedonia’s 
southern section. 
 
In their overwhelming majority the vineyards of Halkidiki lie in the peninsula’s western part, overlooking 
the Gulf of Thermaikos. In recent years, the district’s northwestern area has been developing at a brisk 
pace, in the greater area of Mandemohoria and Arnea in particular. For the time being, there are 
seven zone wineries producing PGI Halkidiki wines and more are expected to be added. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Muscat of Alexandria, Roditis, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, Limnio, 
Xinomavro, Grenache Rouge, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet rosé 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet red 

 

PGI Chios 

The PGI Chios zone (est.2010) comprises the district of the homonymous island in the 
eastern Aegean’s central segment. Vineyards must be planted at altitudes exceeding 50m. 
 
In practice, the PGI Chios zone applies solely to the islandof Chios since there are no wineries on 
neighboring Psara or Oenousses. Chios’s main winegrowing area is in the northwestern part of the 
island and on the slopes of MountAmani which has given its name to the area around it. The one and 
only new modern winery which has recently opened aims to revive the ancient Ariousios wine, 
mentioned by Strabo and Athenaeos. Another noteworthy effort on the island involves the 
development of Agianniotiko, a rare red cultivar of the Central Aegean. 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Muscat White, Savvatiano, Agianniotiko, Mandilaria, Fokiano, Chiotiko Krassero. 
 
Wine types 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet white 

 Dry, medium dry, medium sweet 

 

  



PGI Zakynthos 

In the southern Ionian Sea, the PGI Zakynthos zone covers the entire island of the same name. The 
vineyards must be at altitudes of over 20 m. 
 
The best known wine from Zakynthos is the traditional Verdea, which is now a PGI wine. However, in 
Zakynthos, in addition to the white varieties used in producing Verdea, many other white and red 
indigenous and largely rare varieties are also cultivated, such as Moschatel, Migdali and mainly 
Avgoustiatis, which is the characteristic and very promising red variety of the island. As such, under 
the PGI Zakynthos designation established in late 2010, the island’s significant wine production has 
acquired an identity that extends beyond the Verdea variety. 
 
Varieties 
 
Asproudes, Violento, Goustolidi (Avgoustolidi, Vostilidas), Korithi, Koutsoubeli, Lagorthi, Moschatel 
(Moschardina), Migdali, Pavlos, Rhoditis, Robola, Savvatiano, Skiadopoulo, Fileri, Avgoustiatis, 
Katsakoulias, Mavrodaphne, Skylopnichtis, Cabernet Sauvignon. 
 
The labeling of PGI Zakynthos wines as Robola and Mavrodaphne is not permitted, as the same vine-
growing region includes the PDO  Robola and PDO Mavrodaphne of Cephalonia varieties. 
 
Wine types 
• Dry white, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry rosé, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry red, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 

 

PGI Thassos 

The PGI Thassos zone covers the entire island district of the same name in the northern Aegean Sea. 
The vineyards must be at altitudes of over 50 m. 
 
Thassos wines were among the best-known in antiquity. Besides, the oldest sign indicating the 
existence of a wine trade has been found in Thassos. When Greece was under Turkish occupation, 
wine production in Thassos was so great that the taxes to the Sultan were paid in wine rather than 
money. Following the phylloxera blight, the Thassos vineyards were replanted mainly with table 
varieties and supplied Kavala, which had not yet developed its own viticulture. Nowadays, the area of 
cultivable vineyards in Thassos is rather small, but able to produce high quality wines on the same 
standard of the well-known PDO Thassos olives and PGI Thassos olive oil. 
 
Varieties  
Assyrtiko, Muscat of Alexandria, Chardonnay, Lemnio, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot. 
 
Wine types 
• Dry white 
• Dry rosé  
• Dry red 

 

  



PGI Kavala 

The PGI Kavala zone covers the entire district of the same name in eastern Macedonia. The 
vineyards must be at altitudes of over 50 m. 
 
The PGI Pangeon zone has existed in the western Kavala area for years and is the most productive 
among the PGI regional wines. However, viticulture has grown significantly in the central and eastern 
parts of Kavala as well, replacing the formerly thriving cultivation of tobacco. PGI Kavala, established 
in late 2010, has the same varietal composition as PGI Pangeon, but features a broader range of 
wines. Therefore, not only can it cover the entire wine production of the Kavala district, but also 
provides additional potential for the producers of the Pangeon area. 
 
Varieties 
 
Assyrtiko, Malagousia, Muscat of Alexandria, Roditis, Viognier, Gewürztraminer, Chardonnay, 
Semillon, Sauvignon Blanc, Trebbiano, Agiorgitiko, Lemnio, Moschomavro, Pamidi, Grenache Rouge, 
Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah. 
 
Wine types 
• Dry white, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry rosé, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry red, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 

 

PGI Lesvos 

The PGI Lesvos zone covers the entire area of the island district of the same name in the northern 
Aegean. The vineyards must be at altitudes of over 50 m. 
 
The best known and world famous beverage from Lesvos is ouzo, particularly that from the Plomari 
region. Lesvos is also known for its PGI olive oil and its PDO Ladotyri (hard cheese packed in olive 
oil). Nevertheless, viticulture has grown significantly over the last several years, initially in the Eressos-
Antissa area and then in the areas of Kalloni and Plomari. Lesvos now has a noteworthy wine industry 
and the PGI Lesvos wine, established in late 2010, gives this production an identity, rendering Lesvos 
wine equal to other exceptional products made on the third largest Greek island 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Assyrtiko, Savvatiano, Vaftra, Mandilaria, Fokiano, Chidiriotiko (Kalloniatiko). 
 
Wine types 
• Dry white, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry rosé, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry red, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
 
In the production of white wines, the white vinification of the Fokiano and Chidiriotiko (Kalloniatiko) red 
varieties is permitted. 

 

  



PGI Rethymno 

The PGI Rethymno zone is defined by the limits of the district of the same name in western Crete. 
The vineyards must be at altitudes of over 30 m. 
 
Rethymno terroirs are quite extensive -in second place among the four districts of Crete. Most 
vineyards are located in the central section of Rethymno, in the area of Arkadi, and in the northeastern 
section, in the greater Mylopotamos area. Nevertheless, Rethymno was late in entering the bottled 
wine market and only released the first bottles in 2008 from the areas of Geropotamos in the northeast 
and Finikas in the southwest. The area has great potential, however, and further growth is predicted 
under the PGI Rethymno designation, established in late 2010. 
 
 
Varieties 
 
Athiri, Vilana, Vidiano, Thrapsathiri, Muscat White, Kotsifali, Liatiko, Mandilaria, Romeiko, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Grenache Rouge, Syrah 
 
Wine Types 
• Dry white, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry rosé, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
• Dry red, semi-dry, semi-sweet, sweet 
 
Sweetening is permitted in the production of semi-dry and semi-sweet wines. 
Sweet wines may either be fortified or sun-dried wines. In the latter case, other than grape exposure to 
the sun, no further intervention is permitted (sweetening, concentration, fortification).  

 

 


