
  



Macedonia 

PELAGONIJA-POLOG West Region 

The region of Pelagonija-Polog is situated in the South and Southwest of the country. 13% of 

all wine produced comes from this region. The vines are grown at an altitude of between 

600m and 680m, on the plateaus and small mountains that characterise this region. The 

climate is predominantly that of high mountains, characterised by cold and humid winters and 

hot and dry summers. 

On average, 87 days have a temperature of over 25C. Annual precipitation levels are between 

570 and 700mm. Brown soil is the predominant type, as well as vertisol, tchernozem and 

cinnamon in some cases. Red wine grapes grown in this region include Cabernet sauvignon, 

Gamay, Merlot, Pinot noir, Prokupec and Vranec. 

The white wine grapes include Riesling, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Zhilavka and 

Smederevka. The region of Pelagonija Polog includes six wine districts: Prilep, Bitola, 

Prespa, Ohrid, Kichevo and Tetovo. 

VARDAR RIVER VALLEY Central Region 

The Central region, the valley of the river Vardar, comprises 83% of the total production of 

grape and wine in Macedonia. The region has 1.000.000 inhabitants and annually is hosting 

more than 2 million tourists. The region is located in the heart of the Balkans and as a major 

transit zone of the Balkan Peninsula, it’s a interaction a huge number of passengers. 

The influence of the Mediterranean and Continental climate and 260 sunny days during the 

year, in a harmonious relationship with the pitch, which represent a plane with hilly patches 

where deluvial, resident, cimentite forest soils and smolic smaller areas are dominated, makes 

it perfect for viticulture and wine making. The hight of the vineyards varies from 110 – 650 

meters. 

Currently there are 21.000 hectares of vineyards providing livelihood of some 26.295 grape 

growing families dedicated to produce wholesome sun kissed grape clusters of world WELL 

known but also diversity of indigenous varieties Smederevka, Temjanika, Belan, Zupljanka, 

Zilavka from whites and Kratoshia, Prokupec and flagship red variety, powerful Vranec. In 

this region officially are registered 69 (from the 84 total) wineries that annually processes 

256,000 tons of wine grapes and produce 850,000 hl of wine. 



PCHINJA-OSOGOVO East Region 

The region of Pcinja-Osogovo is situated in the Northeast of the country; this region is the 

most mountainous and the most arid. The vines are mainly grown on the mountain slopes with 

an altitude of 440 to 850m. The climate is continental temperate, colder than Central and 

Eastern regions with strong northern winds. 

On average, there are 110 days with a temperature of over 25C in summer. Average 

precipitation levels are 550l/m each year, and between 300 and 400mm during the vegetation 

period. Periods of drought are rare during this time. The vines are mainly grown on diluvial, 

cinnamon and brown soil on limestone rocks. It is estimated that 4% of all wine production 

occurs here. 

Traditional red grape varieties dominate, including Cabernet sauvignon, Gamay Noir, Gamay 

Teinturier, Pinot noir and Vranec. The white wine grapes grown here are Muscat Ottonel, 

Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling and Zilavka. This region encompasses the following disticts: 

Kumanovo, Kratovo and Pijanec. 

  



Skopje 

Skopje is the bustling capital of Macedonia. Macedonia is known for its fine wines, and Skopje’s wine 

district is the top of the barrel. Grapes grow in abundance on the outskirts of the city, where several 

wineries harvest their crops; and within the city, bustling wineries serve wine-loving tourists in some 

of the city’s most historic districts. 

Skopje valley, according to the climate parametres, belongs to the Continental-sub mediterranean 

climate zone. It is a typical zone where the influences of the Sub-med¬iterranean and Eastern 

continental climate combine. Unlike the other vineyards, Veles and Tikves, where the distance from 

the Ae¬gean Sea and the vicinity to the higher moun¬tains is more expressed, Skopje vineyards are 

more influenced by the continental climate. The climate is less homogenous and the range that 

varies between separate climate elements is big. 

According to the approximate values, the average air temperature per year is 12.5°С and the 

vegetation temperature is 17.1°С for many years now. The temperatures mea¬sured here vary from 

0.5 to 3.1°С in winter, which is quite lower than the other vine¬yards that belong to this climate 

zone. The Skopje wine district is charac¬teristic for its large number of winter days covered in ice. 

There is a very small amount of rainfall and it is usually unevenly distributed. Ac¬cording to the 

values of the average rainfall through the years, the precipitation is 460.9 mm, and the vegetation 

precipitation is 301.7 mm. According to the drought index, this is the arid climate zone. The drought 

period happens in July and August with me¬dium intensity. 

The average monthly insolation varies from 10.3 hours in July to 2.0 hours in De¬cember or the 

average vegetation period is 7.6 hours. 

• CLIMATE continental-sub-mediterranean, hot summers and cold winter 
• ALTITUDE from 250 to 600 m 
• TERRAIN hilly and wavy, mildly slopes 
• SOIL Moist clay soils, Red Cambrian with stony subsoil 
• VARIETIES Vranec, Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, Prokupec, Chardonnay, 
Smederevka, Sauvignon, Muscat ottonel 
• MICRO LOCATIONS Kamnik, Markov Manastir, Cetiri patista 
• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 1,100 ha 
• NUMBER OF WINERIES 6 

  



Veles 

The vineyards in Veles wine district lie along the Vardar River and between high mountain ranges 

that dominate from east and west. This wine district belongs to the continental sub –mediterranean 

climate zone, however, its climate is warmer due to the more expressed sub-mediterranean 

influence. 

The average air temperature per year is 13.3°С and the vegetation 17.9°С. During the summer 

period, the average monthly air temperature expresses high values with maximum temperatures 

that go even beyond 40°С. The winters are far from being harsh as in the rest of the wine districts in 

this climate zone. 

There is a very small amount of rainfall and it is usually unevenly distributed. During the vegetation 

period, it is 284.1mm. 

According to the drought index, this wine district belongs to the arid climate zone. The drought 

period, which is quite intense, lasts in the summer mounths. 

This wine district is characterized by little presence and intensity of winds that, while heading 

towards the River Vardar through Veles and Kavadarci, drops. 

Grape vineyards are cultivated on different soil types, mainly on diluvial soils (flat land), chernozem, 

vertisol (wavy land) and only rarely brown soil (hilly land). 

• CLIMATE continental-sub-mediterranean, hot summers and cold winter, lowest amount 
of rainfall 
• ALTITUDE from 150 to 310 m 
• TERRAIN hilly and wavy, mildly slopes 
• SOIL Diluvial soils (flat land), chernozem, vertisol (wavy land), brown soil (hilly land) 
• VARIETIES Vranec, Kratoshija, Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay, Smederevka, 
Sauvignon, Riesling, Temjanika 
• MICRO LOCATIONS Sopot 
• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 1,500 ha 
• NUMBER OF WINERIES 6 

  



Tikves 

Macedonia’s vineyards heartland, Tikves, has produced wine since the 4th century BC. It features 

rolling vineyards, lakes, caves and mountains, plus archaeological sites and churches. It’s especially 

beautiful at dusk, when the fading sunlight suffuses soft hills laden with millions of grapes. Tikves’ 

local grapes generally retain an ideal sugar concentration (17% to 26%). 

Tikves is the most well-known wine region in Macedonia. It is located in the very heart of the country 

and stretches along similar latitudes as the Bordeaux region in France, Tuscany region in Italy and the 

Napa Valley region in California. The wine district is situated on around 2,000 sqm of fertile land, 

surrounded by mountains on three sides. This district embraces the flat and undulating hills that 

stretch to the Veles canyon on the north, Demir Kapija canyon on the south, Drenovo and Mariovo 

Mountains on the southeast and Plaush and Konce mountains on the northeast. The specific part 

comes from the length where the rivers Vardar, Crna, Raec and Bregalnica pass in the lower flow. All 

these rivers and mountains have a special influence on district’s agro ecological, relief and pedologic 

characteristics. 

With nearly 13,000 hectares of vines, the Tikves wine region represents around one third of the all 

grapes grown in Macedonia, a place where the southern Mediterranean climate, full of long and 

warm summers and the northern continental climate, with mild and rainy winters, combine. The 

average air temperatures per year are 13.3°С and the vegetation temperatures are 18°С. The 

summers are long and hot with temperatures that go even beyond 43°С and the winters mild and 

rainy with an average annual rainfall insufficient and unevenly distributed of 293 mm during the 

vegetation period. The vineyards are located at an average of 300 metres above sea level, protected 

by mountains and highlands on three sides, channelling the gentle north winds and Mediterranean 

climates, creating ideal grape growing conditions. 

Grapevines are mostly planted on chernozem, rendzina and vertisol soils, and only occasionally on 

cinnamonic and diluvial soils. 

There are over 20 different grapes varieties grown in the Tikves district including many indigenous 

and international varieties such as red varieties including Vranec, Kratosija, Kadarka, Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot Noir, Syrah in addition to Žilavka, Župljanka, Graševina, Plavec, Smederevka, 

Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Muscat Ottonel, R’kaciteli and Riesling for the whites. 

• CLIMATE mediterranean and continental, hot summers and mild winter, lowest amount 
of rainfall 
• ALTITUDE from 110 to 650 m 
• TERRAIN mildly slopes , low hills 
• SOIL Diluvial type of soil, mostly clay, volcanic and sandy plots, rich with cinnamon and 
resin 
• VARIETIES Vranec, Kratoshija, Cabernet sauvignon, Cabernet franc, Merlot, Syrah, 
Chardonnay, Smederevka, Grenache blanc, Sauvignon, Temjanika, Zilavka, Rkaciteli 
• MICRO LOCATIONS Vilarov, Lepovo, Disan, Vrsnik, Smolnik, Bela Voda, Barovo, Ridishte, 
Svrachka, Mechkovec, Ramniste, Cicevo, Aerodrom 
• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 12,000 ha 
• NUMBER OF WINERIES 37 



Gevgelija- Valandovo 

This is the typical region for the sub-mediterranean climate zone. The influ¬ence of the 

mediterranean climate from the Aegean Sea is mostly felt near the flow of the River Vardar in this 

vineyard in the Republic of Macedonia. The long warm summers and the relatively warm winters 

feature this vine¬yard. The average air temperature per year is 14.0 °С in Gevgelija and 14.5 °С in 

Valandovo. 

The average vegetation temperature varies from 18.2°С in Gevgelija to 18.8°С in Valan¬dovo. The 

absolute maximum temperatures are usually higher than 44°С, whereas the absolute minimum is 

rarely below -10 °С. Ex¬tremely hot summer days happen to appear in September, too. 

According to the values of the average air temperature and the amount of rainfall this is an arid 

region. The amount of rainfall is 682.4 mm in Gevgelija and 601.6 mm in Valandovo yearly. The 

reason for the lower drought period during July and August ap¬pears as a result of the greater 

amount of rainfall in the Gevgelija-Valandovo vineyard compared to Veles and Tikveš vineyard. 

There is relatively higher average month¬ly sun insolation in Gevgelija-Valandovo vineyard, actually 

the highest in the Repub¬lic of Macedonia. The values of the average monthly or the average yearly 

insolation var¬ies from 6.4 hours in Valandovo to 6.8 hours in the Gevgelija region. 

• CLIMATE mediterranean, hot summers and mild winter 
• ALTITUDE from 60 to 100 m 
• TERRAIN hilly and wavy 
• SOIL Alluvial and diluvial, mostly dry clay soil rich with minerals. 
• VARIETIES Vranec, Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Smederevka, table grapes 
• MICRO LOCATIONS Avlak, Kalajdziev Brest, Selemlija, Bogorodica, Stojakovo, Bogdanci, 
Gavato, Crnicani, Josifovo, Pirava, Udovo, Chaparica, Kaljkovo, Grciste, Mrvinci, Balanci, 
Brajkovci, Cheshtovo, Kazan Dol, Dedeli, Sobri, Rabovo 
• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 2,500 ha 
• NUMBER OF WINERIES 9 

  



Strumica- Radovish 

According to the geographical location, the Strumica region is situated on the south-east¬ern part of 

the Republic of Macedonia, yet, because of the strong southern position and the strong influence of 

the mountain Belas¬ica, this region belongs to the Continental sub-mediterranean climate zone. 

According to the climate parameters, it can be conclud¬ed that the climate conditions in this region 

are closer to those that influence on the Sko¬pje valley, compared to the Gevgelija and Va¬landovo 

regions. 

The average monthly air temperature var¬ies from 0,9 °С in January to 23.6 °С in July or 12.7°С 

average per year, i.e., 17.3°С average during the vegetation period. 

The rainfall distribution is similar to the one in Gevgelija-Valandovo vineyard, but their amount is 

lower. Due to these reasons, the drought intensity is more expressed. The precipitation amount per 

year is 527.5 mm, and the vegetation amount is 287.1 mm. 

• CLIMATE continental-sub-mediterranean, hot summers and cold winter 
• ALTITUDE from 250 to 400 m 
• TERRAIN hilly and wavy, mildly slopes 
• SOIL Alluvial type od soil, mostly clay 
• VARIETIES Vranec, Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah , Chardonnay, Smederevka 
• MICRO LOCATIONS Hamzali, Pogana, Josifovo, Pirava, Chaparica, Rabrovo 
• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 2,200 ha 
• NUMBER OF WINERIES 3 

  



Ovchepole 

Ovchepole wine district takes significant part in the wine production in the Republic of Macedonia, 

covering areas for grapevine cultivation around the cities like Sveti Nikole, Shtip, Probishtip and 

Kocani, north from river Zletovo. The vineyards are planted at altitude from 330 to 560 m. 

This wine district is under the continental climate, but the influence of the sub-mediterranean is also 

felt. The amount of rainfall per year ranges from 400 to 500 mm. During the summer months, the 

drought periods are a normal occurrence and lead to necessary watering. 

Strong winds from the north-west, north, south-east are specific for this region and are present for 

most of the year, this being the reason the area to be called “the windiest place on the Balkans”. 

• CLIMATE continental-sub-mediterranean, hot summers and cold winter 

• ALTITUDE from 330 to 560 m 

• TERRAIN hilly and wavy, mildly slopes 

• SOIL Salty soil mixed with sand 

• VARIETIES Vranec, Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Kadarka Chardonnay, Grenache blanc, Smederevka, 

Sauvignon, Muscat ottonel, Zilavka 

• MICRO LOCATIONS Balabanica, Vrpka, Rajkova Cuka 

• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 2,000 ha 

• NUMBER OF WINERIES 8 

Kochani 

As its name suggests, this was once an important center of wine production. The name Vinica is 

derived from word vine, since the city was formerly noted for its vineyards. On terracotta icons found 

in the Fortress of Vinica (VI – XII Century BC), the name of town is noted as Vinea or Vince. 

The wine industry has moved farther southwest in the country, but in Kocani – Vinica wine district 

there are still planted 2.7% of the total vineyard area in the country. With around 600ha of vineyards, 

grape growers in this area are still cultivating vine, intending to continue the long grape growing 

tradition. 

This wine district is surrounded by high mountains form south, north and east, but form west is open 

through low areas towards the Vardar River. The climate is mostly continental climate, with an 

annual temperature sum of 4800 ° C and the temperature sum during vegetation vine is 4150°C. The 

warmest month is July and the coldest January. The amount of rainfall during the vegetation is 350 

mm. In this wine district southwest wind from the Vardar River is the most frequency, and usually 

occurs in late spring and summer months. 

• CLIMATE continental with hot summers and cold winter 

• ALTITUDE from 400 to 700 m 

• TERRAIN hilly and wavy 

• SOIL diluvial and alluvial / eroded brown soils 

• VARIETIES Vranec, Prokupec, Plovdina, Smederevka and Zilavka 

• TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED 600 ha 


